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1 . report on the situation in L atvia during 1956 

I Section headings in the 

report are as follows: Youth, Reaction to Events in Hungary and in Poland, 

The False "Thaw” in 1956, Education, Conscription, Economic Situation, Col- 
lectivization, Virgin Lands Campaign, Freedom of Travel, Foreign Broadcasts, 
Return of Post-War Deportees, and Religious Worship. 

2. The report contains two brief items of military information which are reported 
below in full: 

a. The Latvian conscripts have, since 1956, been obliged to perform 
their military service, not in Latvia, but in Kazakhstan, Central 
Asia, the Far East, or the extreme north. Officially they serve 
three years but frequently do not return home until two to seven 
months after completing their service . 

b. Latvians may travel freely through the Soviet Union except to 
closed military zones for which special permission is needed. 

In Latvia there are two such zones: Ii6pay$,a naval base, and 
Dundaga (N 57-35*15 22f- 2Q) which, according to rumors, is a guided 
missile base. 
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P.S.S.R./LATVIA 

mmm. 

Situation in Latvle 
end oT"19K - snd of v . 

A. Youth * 

1* Coanlit ldeologieal eduoatlon tea anti roly failsd. The 
youth as a whole is anti— Cosununlst but It has no roal programme 
or ideology for tha futura. Young people ara natlonallst- 
■Indad yet they agree that public enterprises such as the rail- 
ways, banks, eleo trial ty, telephone servloes • to •hould remain 
In the hands of the State while Industry, trade and agriculture 
should be priests. But their thinking is confused; there are 
no secret dlsousslon clubs, underground newspapers, underground 
organisations or partlssna etc; sll this sort of aotivity ooased 
in 191+9. 


2, The Latvians believe that it is only once the Satellite 
countries are liberated that the turn of the annexed countries 
suoh as the Beltio States will soon. The latter have suffered 


suoh as the Beltio States will soon. The latter have suffered so 
■nch, are so exhausted and depressed that they do not for a 
■osent believe that under the present Soviet control any protest 
nestings or deaonstratlons are worth it. Popular reactions 
to the events in Hungary and Poland United themselves to private 
disoussiona at hens. In public there was general apathy to 
the party •line" on Bungary. Latvia has been so exhausted by 
the deportations of l$b9 that people do not have the strength 
to do anything. Mien the Coanunlste later asked the workers 
to work 8 hours on Saturdays again Instead of 6 "for the benefit 
of the Hungarians” people aooepted this with a shrug of the 
shoulders. Despite the faot that the Xadar regine would benefit 
tberefroai they reasoned, to theaselves that they were still help- 
ing the Hungarian people. 
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C. The false "thaw" }n 1 , 9^6 


3« At the beginning of 195^ there me sou* thing of • "thaw*, but 
not on the same aoele m in Polo ad. Rumours circulated that there 
would be free r lections and at soar nee tings there eas seen some 
discussion of Latvia becoming a sovereign Stata, only dependent on 
MOSCOW in the wcy the Satellites are# The police terror was also 
less felt. But in July 1956, just after FOOAV, the situation 
deteriorated once mors. the police increased its supervision) 
polios and security squad* patrolled the streets 0 he 0 king and 
arresting ,>edestrians at night. 'Obligatory political lectures were 
re-introauoed and Party discipline reinposed. 80 the effcota of 
"de-Staliniss tlen" were short felt in 1st trie. 

1 *. In the first half of IO56 there ms a certain oppositional 
trend in the universities but it took very slid forma. As half 
the students of RXtA University are tus slant the Latvians had little 
obanoe of achieving anything. Wo aeetiags took plaoa. but in the 
papers, evon in *Koswoaolekaya Pravda'.eom* students complained in 
very modest and careful terms about the difficult studies, the 
feot that scholarships mere too small ate. In TARTU the opposition 
took on much stronger forms. Hors the nuatoer of Ruaalans la much 
smaller and the Estonian a are extrsasly patrlstlo and natlonalietio. 

The proportion of Russians in the population is also smaller and 
they keep mors to themselves. Thgre is in feot no private social 
Intercourse between Utvian and Russian youth end oonUots ire 
limited to the minimum necessary. 

a 

O. Bducatioo 

5 » Russian studies are obligatory for Letvlan students but 

not vise versa. There are both Intvlan and Russian groups at 
the University. Latvians study in Utvian and the Russians in 
Russian. HoMver, v after the third year, the Utvian students 
must pass oral and orlttsik sxaadaatlome In the Russian languages ff 

end if they do net Passive a good Hit, they ere not permitted to 
oontinue with their examinations. ■ A *$*, ihieh la the overage 
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B, ConsorlPtion 

6. Latvian oonaoripts arc since 195& obliged to do tnelr 
military service, not in Latvia, but In KAZAKhSTAN, Central Asia 
VLADIVOSTOK or the extreme North* Officially they a^rve throe 
yoara but they often do not return home until anything from 2 to 
7 months after their time la up. 



F. Boonomlc si tuation f 
7. No eoonomio Improvement took pleoe In 195& with the exoep- | 
tion of sausages which can now be bought unrestricted. In ' | 
the food and consumer goods situation Is much hotter than 1- iatvia. I 
The standard of living In Creator Ruesia is Improving while in J 
Latvia it le deteriorating. Latvia is •'iry short of food, purtlcu- | 
larly eggs, butter, sugar* flour* and ■#&.. Bread is however I 


sufficient. 

8. 3 cave prloss are as follows i 

Kilo butter: 27 rouble# (Black Market 1*0) 

Sausage horee 16 roifclee 

^ It • 

IMV b* # • 


i 


Shoes of poor f 

quality (which 5 

last 5 o» I* f 

months): 75 roubles j 

Woollen suit for , j 

mens 1*000 - 1*200 roubles 

9. The average salary of a white oollar worker la 500 roubles 

per month, for a worker 800 to 1,000 roubles, a metal "Shock - 

workor** up to 2,000 roublss. there were no salary Increases in 

1956. Only the pensions for old people were Increased In October. 

The smallest pension Is now J0C roubles. 


0. Collectivisation 

10. Collectivisation has new been couple ted in uatvla. Tne 
have bean no signs of permitting collective farmers to dissolve 
the kolkhosy end return to private property, as is the case In 


Poland. tits working and salary conditions on the sovknosy are 
better than on the kolkhosy. Sovkhoa peasants aro for one thing 
paid monthly whereas kolkhot peasants Only get paid at the end of 
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11. Sohoolohlldran and studaftts arc obligad to work every 1 
autumn (SeptaAer and Oo tobar) in the eountry. in I956 they 
were fven sent for oaa month to work In tha virgin land* in 
KASAKhSTAM. Young faotory workers do 10 days' work on kolkhozy 
whloh are abort of labour. • 

H. Vlrrln la jgU| 

12 * DObpiU tha propaganda carried on in the univer- 

sities for volunteers for settlement In tha virgin lands, no 
Latvian students applied. On the other hand Russians were forced 
by the Items omol by throats that they would be thrown out of the 
Korns cool if they refused, 

15 . Paotorlce end enterprises were obliged to send a certain 
percentegs of lass good workers to the new Aslatlo territories. 
Paradoxically, most of those Unfortunates ware Russians. The 
first transpur* loft at the # 19$$ and comprised 000 young 
poople. 


' - - 

lU. Latvians can now move freely through t-.he Soviet r / n «r»n 
exeept to eloaed military senes for which special permission is 
needed. in Latvia tnere are two oloeed sonasf LI3AU (naval 
base) and MJH&HM (according to rumours, e guided missiles hus e) 


lbs first of the Latvians to be doported after tho war 
Started returning towards the end of 1955. 

L * Bhlloloua warship 

17. Amon« the repatriated deportees were a number of Protestant 
pastor*. Atria# servloes are now pemltted and ohurohea are 
orowded 90 tuhd*|», but only by the adal* and aged. tho younger 

tmmrnmfr* 0 * 1 * • •• 
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people only gc to the big Setter and Christmas Masses. Moat 
young Latvians however go to Churoh secretly to be confirmed, 
usually in the ooBDtpy. the paator naked no publlo announoe- 
ment but notaa It in hie private notebook* Practically every- 
body has a churoh wedding and everybody, with a very few excep- 
tions (including Party amfcera), takes their children to be 
baptized. In the oeae of Party aeabora, however, church weddings 
and bap tit ms take pleoe in private hones. 
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